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1906  Pure Food and Drug Act 

 Prevents the manufacture, sale, or 

 transportation of adulterated or misbranded 
 or poisonous or deleterious foods, drugs, 
 medicines, and liquors 

 

1914 Massachusetts becomes the first state to 
 outlaw possession of cannabis other than 
 through pharmaceuticals.  By 1933, 32 states 
 had similar laws. 

 

 Cannabis was grouped with opiates and 
 ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŜŘ ŀ άƴŀǊŎƻǘƛŎέ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜΦ 

 

1915 ±ŜǊƳƻƴǘ ŀŘƻǇǘǎ ά!ƴ ŀŎǘ ǘƻ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǘŜ 
 the sale of opium, morphine and other 
 ƴŀǊŎƻǘƛŎ ŘǊǳƎǎέ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ŎŀƴƴŀōƛǎΦ 

 
 



Harrison Narcotics Tax Act of 1915 

 

 

 

 

 

 

By 1918, U.S. farms cultivate 
over 60,000 pounds of 

pharmaceutical cannabis 

Imposed taxes on the sale, 
distribution, manufacturing, 
importation, and distribution 
of cocoa leaves, opium, and 

any products originating from 
either 

 

 



Prohibition, the 18th Amendment, the Volstead Act, and an 
increasing focus on drug use (1920s) 






